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What’s Inside… 
 

What’s Happening? 
 

Board Meetings  
July 14: Reorganization Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
July 21: District Office 6:00 p.m. PLDAB 
August 18: Place TBD 7:00 p.m. 
September 15: Place TBD 7:00 p.m. 
 

Special Events:  
August 3: Success Academy Begins, CRHS  
August 31: First Student Day  
September 4: Labor Day 
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Page 4:   Charlton Program Graduates Nineteen 

Page 5:   Sixty-One Graduate from George Welch 

Page 6:   Caesar Rodney High School Graduation 

Page 7:    Caesar Rodney high School Graduation 

Page 8:   McIlvaine Graduates “Littlest Riders” 

Page 9:   McIlvaine Graduates “Littlest Riders” 

Page 10: Krugh Named CR’s Teacher of the Year 

Page 11:  CR License Plates Now On Sale 

Page 12:  Brown Elementary Holds “Wax” Museum 

The CR Report is a publication created exclusively for 
the Caesar Rodney community. For questions or  

comment, please contact Ron Gough at: 
ronald.gough@cr.k12.de.us.  

A total  1,060 students 
graduated from Caesar 

Rodney High School, 
McIlvaine Early Child-

hood Center, the      
Charlton School and 
Welch Kindergarten! 

 
    July-August 2015 Issue 

Caesar Rodney School District Bi-monthly 
                                 “Where Excellence is our Tradition” 

We Are Now 
On Facebook! 

 

Go to your Facebook 
account and LIKE  
“Caesar Rodney 
School District” for all 
the latest information 
in ALL our schools!   



 
 providing yet another year of quality education for  

every student who walks through our doors. Thank you 
for once again proving that the Caesar Rodney School 
District is the best in Delaware. 

      

  As the 2014-2015 school year comes to a close, it is 
time to celebrate and 
reflect upon some of 
the many accom-
plishments of our 
students and staff.    

  On June 7th, 443 
students walked 
across the field at 
Rider Stadium and 
received their high 
school diplomas - 
the second largest graduating class in the history of the 
school district. Nearly $1 million in scholarships were 
awarded to the Class of 2015.    
 

  While many of our students are planning on continuing 
with their college educations, there are others will make 
us proud by volunteering to serve our nation as members 
of this country’s armed services: the U.S. Army; U.S. 
Air Force; U.S. Marine Corps; U.S. Navy and the U.S. 
Coast Guard. For others, entering the workforce is 
something they choose to do. We wish each one of our 
students success in the careers they pursue.   
 

  In June, we also celebrated three other “graduations” in 
the district. At the J. Ralph McIlvaine Early Childhood 
Center, 535 of Caesar Rodney School District’s “Littlest 
Riders” graduated as did another 84 students from the 
George Welch kindergarten program on Dover AFB.    

  At the John S. Charlton School, 19 young men and 
women were recognized for their achievement and per-
severance. These students attended classes at the     
Charlton School in Camden, on the campus of Wesley 
College and at the campus of Delaware State University.  
I wish these students all the best as they move on. 
 

  I also want to thank all of our retirees for their years of 
dedication to our children and this district. Each of them 
contributed to making the Caesar Rodney School  
District a great place to receive an education. We will 
miss them and hope that they are successful on their new 
adventure.  
 

  With the closing of the 2014-15 school years, we are 
gearing up for a celebration that has been one hundred 
years in the making!  You have stood by our school   
district for the past 99 years and we look forward to  
 

(continued next page) 

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent 

Message From the Superintendent 

  CRHS junior Liam O’Connor recently planned and 
carried out the second part of a conservation project at 
the Norman G. Wilder Wildlife Area near Willow 
Grove, DE. His goal was 
to remove piles of garbage 
that had been sitting on the 
property for many years.  
 

  Many of these trash piles 
contained environmentally 
harmful chemicals such as 
motor oil and anti-freeze 
which could leech into subterranean aquifers used for 
drinking water or into the soil used for farming.  
 

  To do this, Liam, an Eagle Scout with Troop 24 in 
Camden, enlisted the help of Caesar Rodney High 
School’s FFA chapter since some of its members use 
the land for hunting or horseback riding.  
 

  Over the course of two weekends, the group removed 
2.24 tons (4400 lbs.) of garbage. In all, 40 volunteers 
contributed nearly 200 hours of service. Thanks to the 
FFA, this project was a huge success! This is part of a 
series of four high-level conservation projects Liam is 
working on for the rare Hornaday Silver Medal in Boy 
Scouts. Congratulations to all on a job well done! 

Boy Scout Teams Up With FFA  
To Remove Two Tons Of Trash 

    Leanne Voshell, a recent graduate of CRHS, has 
been awarded a National Security Language Initiative 
for Youth scholarship and will soon travel to China to    
immerse herself in both language and culture. She is 
one of only 620 competitively selected students from 
across the country who have been awarded a scholar-
ship to receive formal instruction and informal lan-
guage practice in an immersion environment. Leanne 
studied Chinese for three years at CRHS.  
 

  The goals of the program include sparking a life-long 
interest in foreign languages and cultures and develop-
ing a corps of young Americans with the skills neces-
sary to advance international dialogue and cross-
cultural opportunities in the private, academic and    
government sectors.  

Former Student To Study In China 



Matt Faircloth Chosen as  
Lacrosse Coach of the Year 

 

  Matt Faircloth, a physical 
education teacher at Star 
Hill Elementary School, 
was recently named the 
Henlopen Conference  
Lacrosse Coach of the Year 
for 2015.  
 

  During the season, the 
Caesar Rodney High 
School lacrosse team had an 
impressive 15-3 record  

with the team scoring 233 goals, averaging 13.7 goals per 
game. Opponents scored a total of 85 goals or just five 
goals per game.  
 

  “I am honored to have been selected by my peers to be 
named Coach of the Year,” said Matt. “However, much of 
the credit needs to 
go to an incredible 
team of talented 
student/athletes 
whom I have been 
able to work with.”  
 

  Added Faircloth, 
“Four of our play-
ers played in the 
All State game 
with one of them 
scoring the win-
ning goal. And for the first time in the history of CRHS var-
sity lacrosse, two of our team’s seniors have been named to 
the U.S. Lacrosse All American team!”      
     

  Faircloth graduated from Caesar Rodney High School in 
1996 and has spent his entire teaching career at Star Hill. 
He has coached lacrosse for the past 16 years, starting in 
youth lacrosse then moving up to the high school level.  
 

  In 2007, he was junior varsity head coach and in 2010 was 
named varsity assistant coach. Just last year, Matt was 
named varsity head coach. In just his second year coaching 
at the varsity level, he was named the Henlopen Conference 
Coach of the Year.  
 

  Faircloth continued to heap praise on his players. “I am 
extremely proud of all ten of my seniors who will now 
move on to college where they will continue to play        
lacrosse. I wish them all the success in their academic and 
athletic challenges ahead.” 

Returning Airman Donates  
Combat-Flown U.S. Flag  

To McIlvaine Library  

  USAF MSgt. John Willard recently  
returned from a deployment to Southwest 
Asia (SWA) bringing with him a flag that 
was flown aboard a B1-B bomber aircraft 
mission. It was a special flag and for MSgt. 
Willard and one he would soon donate to the 
J. Ralph McIlvaine Early Childhood Center 
library.  
 

 His daughter Jenny and her class had previ-
ously listened to a reading by librarian Ruth 
Fuchs of the book "Don't Forget, God Bless 
Our Troops" written by Dr. Jill Biden.     

  Inspired by Dr. Biden’s book, Jenny and 
her classmates wrote encouraging letters of 
support to her father and other soldiers, sail-
ors and airmen working with him in SWA.  
 

  Touched by their 
support, MSgt. 
Willard arranged to 
have a U.S. flag flown 
aboard a B-1 combat 
mission to bring back 
with him when he re-
turned to America.  
 

  MSgt. Willard 
thanked the students 
for their much-needed 
support and opened 
the special U.S. flag. 
He then explained to 
the students how to 
properly fold the U.S. 
flag then placed it in a display case that will 
now remain in the school's library. Welcome 
home! 

Jenny Willard clutches 
her father’s flag which 
is now on display in 
her school’s library. 



    

  Nineteen Graduate From Charlton School 

Nineteen students from the class of 2015 have graduated 
from the John S. Charlton School.  Opening ceremonies 
included the singing of “America The Beautiful” by  
Edwin Snorton, Jaunaize and Tarshaye Jones. Guest 
speaker was Ms. Lynn Knable who has since retired from 
the Caesar Rodney School District. Students from the 
Transition Partnership Project also performed a musical 
presentation to honor the graduates. We wish all of these 
students tremendous success in the future. 

CRHS Cord Assembly Honors SeniorsCRHS Cord Assembly Honors Seniors  

Pictured after receiving their “Honor Cords” are CRHS seniors and members of the 
National Honor Society (NHS). Chartered on May 4, 1934, this is the 81st class to 
graduate NHS members. Each spring, the Board of Education, district superinten-
dent and the CRHS principal recognize each graduating member of the NHS who 
has maintained an “A” grade point average and upholds the NHS tenets of Scholar-
ship, Character, Service and Leadership. The Honor Cord, worn at commencement 
over the graduation gown, is a visible recognition of each senior’s achievements.  
This year, we honor 83 seniors who will all attend college after graduation. Good 
luck to each in their academic journey and future success! 



 

You’re In Rider Country! 

Welch Kindergarten Program Graduates 61  

Music director Diane Walls sings 
the Star Spangled Banner at the 
beginning of Major George 
Welch Elementary School’s  
kindergarten commencement. 
Held for the first time at the  
Dover Air Force Base Theater, 
61 CR “Littlest Riders” gradu-
ated from the base school and 
will now move on to the first 

PMS BAND AND 
CHOIRS ROCK AT  
MUSIC FESTIVAL 

 

 The F. Niel Postlethewait Middle 
School 8th Grade Band, Men’s 
Choir, Women’s Choir and 
Mixed Choir recently participated 
in the eighth annual adjudicated 
music festival at Jackson Liberty 
High School in New Jersey.    
 

 The Men’s Choir, Women’s Choir and Mixed Choir all 
received a “Superior” rating and placed first in their di-
vision. The 8th grade band received a “Superior” rating 
and had the highest overall score of the seven perform-
ing bands that day. The band has been declared “Best 
Overall Band” for the seventh time in Postlethwait   
Middle School’s competitive history.   

History Brought Alive At 
George Welch Elementary 

At George Welch Elementary School, students 
brought world history alive by presenting infor-
mation to fellow classmates on food, culture 
and personalities of nations all over the world.  



 

Caesar Rodney High Scho



 

ool Graduates 443 Seniors 



 

“Littlest Riders” Graduate From M
               537 Kindergarteners M



McIlvaine Early Childhood Center 
Move On Up To First Grade   



 
Sandy Krugh Named Caesar 
Rodney’s Teacher of the Year

Team Postlethwait Wins 
Solar Sprint Competition 

  More than 100 middle and junior high school  
students recently participated in Delaware’s 20th     
Annual Junior Solar Sprint Competition held at  
Dover International 
Speedway organized by 
DNREC’s Division of 
Energy & Climate. The 
purpose of the competi-
tion is to educate stu-
dents about renewable 
energy and the environ-
ment through a creative 
and exciting middle 
school competition.  
 

  Taking first place in 
the competition was 
Postlethwait Middle School’s team of Brooks 
Farmer, Nathan Below and Ashish D’Souza who 
designed and built a model car powered by solar 
photovoltaic cells.  Pictured with Nathan and Ashish 
is Laura Barnas who is the teacher/advisor to the 
team. 

  Sandra “Sandy” Krugh, a first grade teacher at 
W.B. Simpson Elementary School in Camden, has 
been named Caesar Rodney School District’s 
Teacher of the Year for the 2015-2016 school year.  
 

  “Sandy Krugh is a remarkable and outstanding 
teacher,” said Caesar Rodney School District     
Superintendent Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald. “To visit her 
classroom is to see magic happen. The children of 
Caesar Rodney School District are fortunate to find 
an educator as talented as Sandy, who has dedi-
cated her career caring for the children of our com-
munity during their developmental years.”  

     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  “Krugh’s Kangaroos” are a tight-knit family,” 
said Michael Kijowski, principal at Simpson      
Elementary. “Each day, her classroom is filled with 
singing, reading, writing and the joys of being six 
years old. Sandy nurtures each child’s sense of   
curiosity and cultivates their desire to make the 
world a better place. However, the best part is 
Sandy never gives up on a student. She works tire-
lessly to ensure everyone is on grade level.” Added 
Kijowski, “For a student, having Miss Krugh for a 
teacher is the closest thing to winning the lottery. 
She will change your life for the better.”  
 

  “Teaching has provided me with the opportunity 
to watch children grow academically and a chance 
to grow with them on my journey through such an 
amazing career," said Sandy.  
 

  Sandy will now compete against 18 other school 
district Teacher of the Year nominees for the honor 
of becoming the State’s 2016 Teacher of the Year. 
That announcement will be made by Governor Jack 
Markell in October. 

Superintendent Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Sandy Krugh 
and Simpson Elementary principal Michael Kijowski  

Looking For CR Memorabilia 
  The Caesar Rodney School District is looking for 
photographs, report cards, uniforms, class rings,  
jerseys, jackets and cheerleading uniforms, 
lunchboxes and any-
thing   associated with 
the    history of the Cae-
sar Rodney School Dis-
trict.  
 

  During the school year, 
memorabilia will be dis-
played in our schools.  
 

  If you have items of 
interest, please consider loaning them to us so that 
our community can enjoy seeing the 100 years of 
“Rider Country.” All items will be returned. 
 

  If you have any items you would like to share, 
please contact Ron Gough at (302 698-4828 or 
email him at ronald.gough@cr.k12.de.us 

You’re In “Rider Country” 



 

  

  The Caesar Rodney School District will soon begin a year-long celebration of its 100th birthday culminat-
ing with a gala event to be held at the Dover Downs Hotel on Saturday, May 14, 2016 (more information 
to follow).  To help raise funds for the gala and the year-long celebration, the district has created a Caesar 
Rodney Centennial Celebration Specialty License Plate that can be displayed on your vehicle.  
 

  A one-time registration fee of $25 will 
pay for the specialty license plate ($10) 
and help raise funds ($15) towards the 
centennial celebration. The license plate 
can be displayed on the rear of your car 
(your existing plate must be removed 
and kept with the vehicle). You can also 
place the plate on the front of your car, 
if you wish. You will still maintain your 
current car registration that is now on 
file with DMV. The specialty plate can 
remain on your car indefinitely; there 
will be no additional charges for this specialty license plate. You cannot have two specialty/vanity tags as-
signed to the same vehicle. 
 

  Requests for SPECIFIC NUMBERS will be handled on a first-come, first-served basis, following receipt 
of a completed application and full payment. If your number is not available, you will be contacted. Each 
license plate will be restricted to 9999 numbers, no letters. Since all plates are individually requested, it 
will take approximately six weeks to receive the specialty license plates mailed to your home. 
 

  Specialty plate numbers 1-3 are being held and will be sold to the highest bidders at a live auction to be 
held on Saturday, October 14th at 1:00 p.m. at Caesar Rodney High School during Rider Pride Day. 
 

  You can pick up an application at any Caesar Rodney school or at the District Office. You can also 
download an application on the Caesar Rodney School District website. Complete the form then print out 
and submit with a check for $25 payable to CRSD. Bring the completed form with requested license plate 
number(s), if any, and payment to your school's main office or drop it off at the district office in care of 
Ron Gough. You can also mail your application and payment to: 
 

Caesar Rodney School District 
7 Front Street 

Wyoming, DE 19934 
Attn: Ron Gough 

 

  Please email Ron Gough at ronald.gough@cr.k12.de.us or call (302) 698-4828 if you have questions.  

CAESAR RODNEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NOW TAKING 
ORDERS FOR CENTENNIAL SPECIALTY LICENSE 

 

  Dr. Christine Alois and Dr. Deborah Rudis re-
cently received tributes from the Caesar Rodney 
School Board for completing their doctoral pro-
grams. Dr. Alois is the Supervisor of Instruction at 
the Caesar Rodney School District Office. Dr. 
Rudis is a physical therapist currently servicing 
students at both the John S. Charlton School and at 
the J. Ralph McIlvaine Early Childhood Center. 

99 Years and Counting...



 
Brown Elementary Holds  

Annual Wax Museum 
Fifer Students Declared National 
Champions at BPA Conference 

  Several students at Fred Fifer III Middle 
School recently participated in the annual 
Business Professionals of America (BPA)     

National Leadership Conference held in Ana-
heim, California. More than 6,000 students 
from across the country were in attendance 
competing in a multitude of categories. Two 
Fifer students were declared “National Cham-
pion” for placing first in their respective com-
petitive categories. Congratulations! 

  At W. Reily Brown's annual 5th grade Wax  
Museum, more than 90 historical characters  

recently showed up to celebrate a living world 
history lesson, including Cleopatra, Sacagawea, 
Harriett Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Dr. Seuss, 

Albert Einstein, Maya Angelou, Muhammed Ali 
and Louis Armstrong. The fifth graders did an 
amazing job talking about their characters to  
fellow students, parents and guests. 

Simpson Celebrates Second Year  
of Chinese Immersion Program 

 

  At W. B. Simpson Elementary, first and second 
graders celebrated their Chinese immersion work by 
singing songs in Chinese, painting Chinese symbols, 
sipping Chinese tea, and having a great time with par-
ents, family and friends! Great job, everyone! 

We Are Almost There!  
99 Years And Counting... 
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